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WELL, IT’S OFFICIAL…

Audrey had her baby blessing yesterday on the 16th, and so now she is legally and ecclesiastically Audrey Noel Koch.


For those of my readers (not that I really have that many mind you) who are not members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, please allow me to explain a little bit.  In the Church, we do not baptize infants.  We do not believe that an infant is capable of sinning, therefore rendering baptism unnecessary.  Not that we don’t believe in baptism.  We baptize at the age of eight, an age at which we believe a child knows the difference between right and wrong, and is mature enough to take that step for themselves.

At any rate, when a child is born, we do have a special occasion where the child is given a name and a blessing.  This is usually done by the child’s father, as all worthy males in the Church can hold the priesthood.  As Audrey is my first child, this was the first time that I ever gave a child a name and a blessing.  I was quite nervous, but it went just fine.


Usually as well, this ordinance is performed in church.  We opted, however, for a more intimate setting at home.  I’m really glad we did.  There was a nice Spirit surrounding the blessing, and I just really felt that my little daughter is going to be all right.

DATE NIGHT


The night before the blessing, Laura and I got to go on a real date!  It was a lot of fun.  We left the babe with a sitter and had a blast.


The original plan was to go to a sit-down Mediterranean place at the nice mall and then see “Ocean’s Twelve” thereafter.  But life happened, and Audrey needed to be fed, and we didn’t get out of the house nearly as early as we would have liked.  So we opted for the not so nice mall, which is closer, and just the movie because we’d barely make it as it was.


Well, we thought the film started at 7:10, we arrived at the theater at 7:09, and found out that it didn’t really start until 7:30.  Thus giving us 20 minutes for dinner.


In the Philippines, however, the movie theaters are really lenient about what they allow in.  Laura and I picked up some Kenny Roger’s Roasters (akin to KFC) and ate chicken, coleslaw, macaroni salad, and chocolate mousse and then ate it right in the middle of the theater.  Total cost for move and dinner?  About ten dollars.
LAUGHTER


Another big milestone this week was that Audrey gave us our first giggle.  We were playing with her little doggie pull toy that she named Chuck, when all of a sudden instead of just smiling at the toy, she gave a laugh.  It was really very cute, and Laura and I got really excited and started laughing really hard (my what a lot of reallys!).  We think that maybe our hearty laughter scared her because she hasn’t laughed for us since.  We could just imagine her thinking, “Well, if I’m going to get that kind of reaction, I ain’t never doing that again!”

RUSSIAN


Finally, Laura got her Russian CD this week.  The course is 14 weeks long, and the first three are devoted to learning the alphabet!  (We learn block letters, italic letters and cursive letters….  Crazy!)  The Russian alphabet has 33 letters.  5 look and sound like Latin letters, 7 look like Latin letters but don’t sound like their counterparts, and 21 don’t even look like Latin letters!  Wish her luck, that’s for sure!

We have fun trying to read and pronounce the Russian words…  No clue what any of them means, but it’s fun!  It’s also fun to try to write words with Russian letters.  After one whole day of studying the alphabet, this is how we would write Ryan, Laura, & Audrey:

Райан, Лора, & Одри
Of course, we’ll probably find out in the next lesson that that’s all wrong…
