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HAPPY THANKSGIVING


As generic and cheesy as this may sound, Laura and I have a lot to be thankful for this month.  A lot happened this month, that’s for sure, but it’s all been very positive and for the better.  It makes us excited for what the future has to offer.

AUDREY NOEL


Of course, the biggest change in our lives was the birth of our daughter, Audrey Noel, on Nov. 8th.  


All in all, the birthing experience was a great one.  (As far as being in excruciating pain can be considered great!)  Laura and I opted to have a planned home birth.  This was positive for a number of reasons.  For example, Laura could labor and deliver in any position she chose.  She was never confined to a bed.  She tried the bed out for a while, and hated it, and was therefore grateful that she didn’t have that constraint.  It was also nice to already be at home after the birth, and not have to come home from the hospital.


It’s been great having Audrey around after the birth as well.  We haven’t noticed much personality yet, per se, but there are certain quirks that she has that just makes me laugh.  Right now she tends to cry right before she goes to bed, but her cries will wind down, and then she’ll stop and be dead asleep.  Three seconds earlier, she was crying her little heart out, but then she’ll be no better than a rock.  


This morning was also funny.  I put Audrey in our bed as I was getting ready for work.  When I was done packing my lunch I came back to the bedroom to kiss Laura good-bye, and both Laura and Audrey were sleeping with their hand by their cheeks, and their heads tilted the same way.  Like mother, like daughter…

KIEV, UKRAINE


The next biggest news was our assignment to Kiev, Ukraine for my second tour.  Before we get there, however, we have almost another year in Manila, and then we’ll be in Washington, DC for a year for language training and Public Affairs training.


We’re excited for the location, as we have friends that have recently served there and enjoyed it a lot.  I’m more excited for the position, however.  In Kiev, I will be the Assistant Information Officer.  In other words, I will be handling all of the press relations for the Embassy, and be one of two authorized spokespersons for the Embassy.  A lot of responsibility, that’s for sure, but a lot of opportunity and growth in my career as well.

SCHOLAR


Lastly, Laura finally got closure on her Master’s Thesis.  The article that she helped pen was published in the Dec. issue of the Journal of Family and Consumer Sciences.  We received a copy of it in the mail, and it was very exciting to see Laura’s name in print!  She looks at the article now, however, and thinks how far away that world is for her.  Right now she’s content on focusing on being a new mother and surviving overseas.  Quite different from the academia of not too long ago!

Like I said earlier, we’re excited for what the future will be bringing soon.  Audrey’s wonderful, we love having her in our lives, and we like knowing what’s going to be happening with us for the next few years.  I’ve been walking around lately (when I can walk…  It’s pretty tiring being a new dad!) with a smile on my face, continually thankful for all of the wonderful blessings I’ve received lately.


We love you all.  Drop us a line when you get the chance.

Ryan, Laura and Audrey

